Myrtle Beach

“Oceans of Possibilities”

Myrtle Beach has been known by several different names throughout its long history. Its first name, “Chicora”, was dubbed by the area’s Native Americans, meaning “the land”. It eventually was named “Myrtle Beach” after the wax myrtle trees common to the area. Today, the area is referred to as “The Grand Strand” because if its 60 mile stretch of beach between Georgetown and Little River.

Myrtle Beach hosts over 13 million visitors a year. Vacationers come from around the US, Canada and abroad. People are drawn by the area’s entertainment, unique shopping, family attractions, sports teams and events, beach activities, and a wide range of restaurants and lodging. Weather in Myrtle Beach is temperate year round, with an average of 215 days of sunshine! Average temperatures in March and April are in the 70’s, although it has been as high as 90!
Myrtle Beach is the home of “The Shag.”  This popular dance, now the state dance of SC, was reportedly born on Ocean Drive during the era of the jitterbug in the 1940’s.  Sports Illustrated Magazine was started in 1953 at Pine Lakes International Country Club. Alabama, the world-famous, best- selling country group started as “Wild Country” playing for tips at the Bowery in Myrtle Beach.

Myrtle Beach boasts 60 miles of beaches along the Grand Strand, as well as rivers, marshes and the Intracoastal Waterway. There are 8 fishing piers in Myrtle Beach as well as creeks and deep sea fishing. 
Myrtle Beach is home to the Myrtle Beach Pelicans, an Atlanta Braves Carolina League Class-A Baseball team; the 
Myrtle Beach Speedway, a half mile NASCAR racing track; the Myrtle Beach Stingrays, a National indoor football team, and 100 plus championship golf courses and at least 46 mini-golf courses. If you go to a 
search engine and look for Myrtle Beach golf courses, you will find your pick and can 
set up your own games while in Myrtle Beach, at the course of your choice.

Shopping abounds at outlets, specialty boutiques, flea markets, malls and specialty stores.

Savory restaurants and family friendly dining options are numerous.

Getting to Myrtle Beach is easy by air or ground. Airlines that service Myrtle Beach are Allegiant Air, American Airlines, Continental Airlines, Delta, Myrtle Beach Directair, NWA, Spirit, United and US Airways. Once you arrive at the beach, rental cars are relatively inexpensive and the best way to see the beach, which is easy to navigate. Myrtle Beach is also serviced by The Coast Regional Transportation System with over 80 buses that operate 365 days per year.

New to Myrtle Beach is A Boardwalk and Promenade. The Grand opening was held on May 15 with a festival. The Boardwalk runs from First Avenue North  to 14th Avenue North. We can’t wait for you to experience Myrtle Beach for yourself!
Make plans now to be in Myrtle Beach for the awesome 2011 conference!!
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